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   The Board of Directors has been tossing 
around the idea of building a new tower north of 
Ellis to expand the KVDM signal. However, 
after examining all aspects of building this   
tower – the expense of building in addition to 
the ongoing expenses – the Board decided not to 
build. It might be better, the Board thought, to 
buy an existing station if the opportunity arose. 
   In the meantime, God had another plan for 
Divine Mercy Radio. Leon Frank and his wife, 
Janet, who own the tower where the station’s 
antenna is located, decided to give Divine    
Mercy Radio the tower. As of this writing, the 
paperwork is being processed to make this all 
happen. 
   Leon was an original Board member of     
Divine Mercy Radio and helped build the     
station, quite inexpensively in 2010. 
   He is an entrepreneur, patented inventor, and 
successful businessman.  
   “Janet and I want to scale back,” Leon said in 
a recent interview on Divine Mercy Radio’s 
Spring Care-a-Thon. “We’re slowing down, and this is 
just one of those feel-good things.” 
   The 320-foot self-supporting tower used to be an     
AT&T tower.  Leon said it was part of the civil defense 
plan for the United States government in the early ‘60s 
to work with AT&T in building these strong towers. 
With the age of computers, the Internet and cell phones, 
these towers were no longer needed.  Leon said in the 
late ‘90s, AT&T contacted Cyril Schmidt, and since the 
tower was located on his land, they gave it to him.  He 
then contacted Leon who purchased the tower and land 
from Cyril. 
   “He’s so generous,” Lester Robben said about Leon 
during the announcement of the Care-a-Thon. With  
other people utilizing the tower, it will be a source of 
income for Divine Mercy Radio. 
   Lester said the station hired an inspector to climb the 
tower and generate a report for Divine Mercy Radio’s 
Board of Directors who needed it for insurance         

purposes. Lester said the inspector said it was a solid 
tower, however, it needed a couple of small improve-
ments including a new LED lighting system.   
   Three days later, Jack Williams from the Eternal Word 
Television Network (EWTN) called Donetta Robben, 
the Executive Director of Divine Mercy Radio, and said 
they had some grant money that can only be used for 
rural radio stations.  Did Divine Mercy Radio have any 
projects going on?  Donetta told Jack about the tower 
lighting and small improvements that needed to be 
made, and Jack applied for the grant.  A few weeks later 
Divine Mercy Radio was granted $15,000 for tower 
improvements. 
   “This is God’s station,” Lester said during the Care-a-
Thon. “He wants it on the air.” 
   Lester said that the station is always on the lookout for 
opportunities to grow the audience, but the prayer is for 
God to close the doors if it is not His will and open the 
doors if it is His will. 

Franks give generous gift 

Lester Robben and Leon Frank visit before going on the air May 1 to announce 
that Leon and his wife, Janet, were donating the radio tower they own to Divine 
Mercy Radio. 
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Donetta’s Ramblings 

   Every Care-a-Thon brings new challenges. First of all, the 
staff and Board of Directors was excited because Alex 
McKenzie, a radio engineer who helps us set up and maintain 
our sound system, was able to take an old computer and get us 
going live on YouTube. We were excited to be broadcasting 
our Care-a-Thon live on YouTube. 
   Then, Wednesday afternoon all of us in the office heard a 
pop, saw a spark and Divine Mercy Radio was instantly off the 
air. We quickly figured it was the Internet. When calling the 
Nex-Tech help desk, they said the router was on the way out. 
They did get the Internet working again but said the router 
needed to be updated, which would take us off the air for about 
10 minutes. Updating the router affected the barix boxes in 
both KVDM and KRTT. A barix box is a device that receives 
the internet stream and sends it out. Austin Gabel worked until 
11:30 p.m. trying to get the barix boxes recoded to no avail. 
We had no choice but to cancel Thursday’s Care-a-Thon. 
   Thursday evening Rod Rogers, our engineer from Salina, 
came out and worked with Austin, and between the two of 
them, they were able to code the barix boxes and reconnect 
with the Internet. Thus, we were able to continue with Friday’s 
Care-a-Thon. 
   During, what seemed like a difficult situation, I saw many of 
God’s abundant blessings come through. First, the station went 

off the air right before Fr. Jarett Konrade 
was to come on and talk about Humanae 
Vitae, 50 Years Later. Ken Billinger, the on-
air host for Care-a-Thons, went ahead and 
interviewed Fr. Jarett on this topic, and it 
ran as a Double-Edged Sword Show the 
following week. After this interview, Fr. 
Jarett blessed the station with a beautiful 
prayer, going up and down the halls with 
holy water, casting out any evil that might 
be present. It was truly touching. 
   Next, on Thursday, when we were unable 

to broadcast live, many people came in and dropped off 
checks, and said they were praying for us. My eyes well up 
with tears just writing this column because of how awesome 
God’s people are. The day of no live broadcast for the Care-a-
Thon, over $6,000 in donations came in. Lester and I marveled 
at this wonder. Truly our listeners are part of our family.  
Thank you!!! 
   Also, I want to sincerely thank Austin Gabel and Rod Rog-
ers.  Austin works full-time at another job. His wife, Wendy, 
and two beautiful children, gave up their husband and father 
for two nights while he left work and came right to the radio   
station. I can’t thank him enough.  
   Rod Rogers frequently drops whatever he’s doing to drive 
from Salina to fix our engineering woes. How grateful we all 
are. 
   In the midst of impatience, frustration and defeat, I am   
reminded to turn to our Lord in His Divine Mercy Image and 
say, “I trust in You!” 
   (Thanks to all who helped make the spring Care-a-Thon a 
success. We reached $44,650. May all of you be blessed!) 
                                        - Donetta Robben, Executive Director 

God works through difficult circumstances 

Austin Gabel keeps KVDM’s streaming working, the computers safe 
from viruses, networks the computers and is an internet specialist. 

Rod Rogers, Salina, is the chief engineer for Divine Mercy Radio.  

Alex McKenzie 
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   A new satellite dish was installed at Divine Mercy 
Radio studios, 108 E. 12th St. in Hays, on May 17.  
   In the beginning of Divine Mercy Radio – eight years 
ago – a new station needed to be built with little money. 
Driving around Hays, one of our board members saw a 
satellite dish in a back yard, and it wasn’t being used. 
So, the board member stopped and asked the homeown-
er if he would like it hauled away.  
   The station did have to buy a new LNB, that inner 
device mounted on satellite dishes that collects the radio 
waves and converts them into a signal which is sent 
through a cable to the receiver inside the building. But 
the new radio station saved a couple thousand dollars by 

not having to buy a new satellite dish. 
   In addition, we can thank Leon and Melinda         
Pfannenstiel of Leon’s Welding and Fabrication for 
helping us get the station on the air by making the base 
for the used satellite dish. 
   Lately, however, the radio station has been losing the 
signal, especially on cloudy and rainy days. What’s  
happened is that there are many more satellites in the 
earth’s atmosphere. Satellite dishes are now made with 
more curvature so they can be accurately aimed at that 
satellite in space, and each year many more satellites are 
put into space. 
   And that is why a new dish was needed! 

Why a new satellite dish? 

ABOVE: 
Lester Robben 
secures the 
bolts on the 
satellite dish. 
RIGHT: The 
base for the 
dish goes up to 
the roof. 
BELOW: Con-
crete blocks 
that secure the 
base go up 
next. TOP 
RIGHT: 
Christian Lutz 
guides the 
movement of the dish as the Hess crane 
lifts it up to the roof. BOTTOM RIGHT: 
Rod Rogers, radio engineer, and Lester 
Robben receive the dish on the roof and 
guide it to the proper placement.  
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   Recipes are in, ads are sold, the cover 
has been chosen, and the cookbook is 
nearly ready to go to print. 
   Yvonne Strecker, from the Great 
Bend Committee of Advisors, came up 
with the name of the cookbook, and it 
was instantly loved by all:  Divine  
Creations. 
   And what a divine creation it is, not 
only because of all the great recipes 
inside, including some authentic Ger-
man recipes, but also because of the 
cover. It was decided to take pictures of 
Gianna Ochoa, daughter of Louie and 
Allison Ochoa, and Abe Meitner, son 
of Chad and Sarah Meitner, two of 
God’s beautiful creations! 
   “It was so fun because we made a 
bowl of dough, let the kids play in flour 
and eat cookies,” Donetta Robben said. 
“They both were great performers.” 
   A big thanks to Amy Braun for taking 
the pictures. They are all fantastic, but 
the photo with this article is the chosen one for the cover 
of Divine Creations. 
   The book will be available in August and will sell for 
$20. An 88.1, embroidered apron, along with a cook-
book, which makes a great gift, will sell for $35. If the 
cookbook needs to be mailed, there will be an additional 
$7 charge for shipping and handling. Hopefully, there 
will be a place in Great Bend where cookbooks can be 

picked up for those in the Great Bend area. 
   The book will feature over 370 delicious and tested 
recipes. 
   “This is a great way to unite our Divine Mercy Radio 
family,” Donetta said. “We hope you order a cookbook 
(and an apron if you like), take a picture and comment 
on Divine Mercy Radio’s Facebook page as you try the 
recipes. This will be so much fun!” 

Cookbook gets final touches 

        Photo by Amy Braun 
Abe Meitner, 4, is the son of Chad and Sarah Meitner, Hays. Gianna Ochoa, 6, is the 
daughter of Louie and Allison Ochoa. Gianna said when she grows up she wants to be a 
cook. She has a great start! 

 

Thanks to those who donated 

vehicles to Divine Mercy Radio 

through Vehicles for Charity: 

Gilbert & Lorraine 

Brungardt 

Ernie & Linette  

Klaus 

 
Shop on Amazon? 
Go to dvmercy.com, 
click on the “Smile” Icon, 

which will take you to  

Amazon.com. 
Divine Mercy Radio will  
receive a donation from 

Amazon at no cost to you! 
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   Three new Board members agreed to serve the radio 
station beginning in January. 
   Cody Marintzer, Theology 
Instructor at Thomas More 
Prep-Marian and Pastoral 
Assistant at St. Nicholas of 
Myra Church in Hays, will 
complete the term of Jeanna 
Wellbrock, who left the 
Board because of family   
duties. Cody is married to 
Karen and they have six   
children, Caleb 11, Mattias 9, 
Joshua 6, Catherine 4, Benja-
min 2, and Cecilia, 3 months. 
   “Catholic Radio is a great 
tool for evangelization. It is 
able to reach people where a 
lot of us couldn’t,” Cody said.  He desires to serve on 
the Board because he wants to see Catholic radio 
“continue to grow and be a beacon of light in this world 
that so desperately needs it.” 
   Cody said his favorite program is Catholic Answers 
Live (5-7 p.m. M-F). “Many times the callers are not 
Catholic and some absolutely disagree with the faith. 
This shows the evangelization efforts of Catholic radio 
at work.” 
   Cody is a member of St. Nicholas of Myra Church and 
is active in the Knights of Columbus, CYO, is a cub 
scout den leader and coach for summer baseball. 
   Sarah Meitner, from Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church in Hays, also joined the Divine Mercy Radio 
Board in January. Sarah is the wife of Thomas More 
Prep-Marian Principal Chad Meitner, and is the mother 
of five children: Julia 13, Henry 12, Charlie 9, Leo 6, 
and Abe 3. 
   Sarah is a stay-at-home mother and part-time free-
lance writer, who is often found volunteering at the par-
ish and Catholic schools in Hays. Sarah is a founding 
board member of the Northwest Kansas Down Syn-
drome Society, Kansas Ambassador with the National 

Down Syndrome Society and a 
board member with The ARC of 
Hays. 
   Sarah said her favorite       
program on Catholic radio is 
The Doctor is In, with Dr. Ray 
Guarendi, (12-1 p.m. T-Th) 
because he is “hilarious and 
relatable.” Sarah’s hopes for 
Catholic radio are to “broaden 
the reach and continue to build 
the audience with thoughtful 
and enjoyable programming.” 
   Troy Schippers is the Presi-
dent of Gorham State Bank in Victoria and Gorham.  He 
is married to Geralyn, and they have four children, Sara 
19, Emily 16, Gracyn 11, and Claire 9. 
   “Many years ago, when I was working some summer 

fallow, I found a Christian 
radio station,” Troy said. “I 
enjoyed listening to it and 
thought it would be great if 
there was a Catholic radio 
station. I think it was with-
in a week or two that I read 
something about this sta-
tion (KVDM). I found that 
really ironic. I sent in a 
donation and hoped it 
would become a reality.” 
   Troy acknowledged that 
One Body: Stewarding 
God’s Creation (showtimes 

found at dvmercy.com) is his favorite show on Divine 
Mercy Radio because he enjoys hearing local people 
talk about the Catholic faith with their experiences, 
which he finds inspiring and interesting. 
   As a member of the Basilica of St. Fidelis in Victoria, 
Troy stays active as the treasurer of the Knights of   
Columbus, helping on the farm and staying involved 
with his children and their activities. 

3 New Members on Board of Directors 

Cody Marintzer 

Saran Meitner 

Troy Schippers 

 

Save the Date—Saturday, September 8 
Divine Mercy Radio’s 8th Annual Banquet 

featuring Terry Barber 
speaking on 

The 10 Commandments of Sharing your Faith 
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TOP LEFT: Tony & Anita Horinek 
share stories about their mission trip 
to Jamaica. TOP RIGHT: Brenda 
Klaus, RCIA sponsor, and  Katie 
Loftus, catechumen, share their 
journey through RCIA. BOTTOM  
LEFT: Randy Huser, religion in-
structor at the Basilica of St. Fidelis, 
Victoria, with his students who at-
tended the March for Life in Wash-
ington, D.C. BOTTOM RIGHT: 
Rick Binder and Rod Kaus pose in 
the studio before going on-air to talk 
about taking firewood to missions. 


