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   Divine Mercy Radio is purchasing KDJM, 101.7 in 
Lindsborg from Radioactive, an organization based in Fort 
Wright, Ky.  
   “We’re excited to be able to bring Catholic Radio to the 
Salina area,” Donetta Robben, Executive Director, said. 
“Catholic Radio is a wonderful way to evangelize both 
Catholics and non-Catholics alike.” 
   According to the contract, Divine Mercy Radio will be 
able to take possession of KDJM December 3. Robben said 
it will take about four weeks to get all the equipment in 
place, but she hopes to be on the air with Catholic radio in 
the Salina area after Jan. 1. 
   KDJM will be the third radio station in the Divine Mercy 
Radio network. Currently, KVDM, 88.1, Hays and KRTT, 
88.1, Great Bend belong to their network. 
   “We’ve seen great things happen since Divine Mercy 
Radio began nearly nine years ago,” Robben said.      
“We’ve been told people have come to the faith, some men 

have entered the seminary, others went to Confession for 
the first time in many years, and individuals began living 
their Catholic faith more fully.” 
   According to the coverage map, KDJM will reach north 
past Minneapolis, south past McPherson, east past Abilene 
and west to Ellsworth. This area has the potential of reach-
ing 81,570 souls. 
   Divine Mercy Radio runs mostly radio programming 
from the radio branch of the Eternal Word Television Net-
work. The radio branch runs different programming than 
the television network except for the 7 p.m. Monday 
through Friday show. 
   Divine Mercy Radio runs two local shows, Double-
Edged Sword, Cutting to the Heart of a Deceptive Culture, 
which is recorded by a priest and One Body, Stewarding 
God’s Creation, which is recorded by a pre-approved lay 
person. 
      KDJM will be run from Divine Mercy Radio’s Hays 

studio. Robben 
said she hopes to 
be able to build a 
studio in the 
future in Salina. 
   Divine Mercy 

Radio operates 
primarily from 

listeners’ dona-

tions. Underwrit-
ing by businesses 

and organiza-

tions is currently 
about one-fourth 

of Divine Mercy 

Radio’s annual 
income. 

Catholic radio soon to be in Salina 

Coverage map of 
KDJM, 101.7, 
Lindsborg. Divine 
Mercy Radio hopes 
to be on the air 
soon after Jan. 1. 
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Donetta’s Ramblings 

 Wow! When we began the station nearly nine years 
ago, I never dreamed that in these few years we’d be 
owning three Catholic radio stations. It’s exciting and 
it’s scary. Exciting at the thought of reaching so many 
more souls for Jesus, and scary because we’re trusting 
God that the listeners in the Salina area will tune in and 
support the station so the bills can be paid. 
   Trusting in God never fails. My husband, Lester, and I 
felt for the last two years that the Holy Spirit was going 
to do something with Divine Mercy Radio. The people 
have been supportive, and we’ve been able to pay the 
bills, keep up with equipment changes and necessary 
improvements and still come out in the black at the end 
of the year. We praise God for all of you! 
   Troy Schippers, one of the members of our Board of 
Directors, said it best. All 
of us are called to evan-
gelize, he noted. Not all 
of us can stand on a street 
corner and bring people 
to Christ. Yet all of us 
can give something to an 
entity that does reach 
many souls. Divine Mer-
cy Radio is doing that, 
and so by people donat-
ing to Divine Mercy Ra-
dio, they are participating 
in their call to evangelize. 
   Personally, I feel so 
humbled that God is al-
lowing me to do this 
work. Ever since I re-
turned to school in my late 30s, I had a strong desire to 
use whatever I learned and whatever job the Holy Spirit 
led me to, for the goodness of His kingdom. I just never 
dreamed it would be in Catholic radio.  
   It’s quite the story on how Catholic radio began in the 
Salina Diocese. I was driving in my car one day listen-
ing to a Christian radio station, which I listened to fre-
quently. This particular day they were saying something 
that was putting the Catholic faith down. They didn’t 
come right out and say the “Catholic Church.” They said 
something like, “you know that church who . . .,” and it 
was obvious they meant the Catholic Church. The next 
day when I tuned in, it was a similar conversation. My 
thought was, “This show was unfair. If they were going 
to put down the Catholic faith, then they should have 
someone on their show that was Catholic to give that 
perspective.”  
   This led me to calling Mark Roberti, who was the 
head of Stewardship for the Heartland Parishes at the 

time. I asked him if he could start a Catholic radio sta-
tion. He said, “I don’t have time to start Catholic radio. 
Why don’t you?” I hung up the phone and thought to 
myself, “OK, I’ll do it.” 
   Then, I called EWTN and asked them how to get a 
Catholic radio station started. They advised me to call 
Catholic Radio Association and talk to a man named 
Steve. I called Steve and he told me that it was easy to 
start a radio station – all it took was a computer and a 
satellite dish. I thought that sounded simple enough. The 
year was 2007. 
   Steve told me that the FCC was opening a window to 
accept applications for radio stations in the next year 
and that I could apply for a license. That was the begin-
ning. I did not know how much it took to get a radio 

station on the air. Had I 
known, I never would have 
started. It would have been 
much too overwhelming.  
   As it was, I thought that 
this is just one little hurdle 
we need to get over. We got 
over that one and another 
hurdle was in place. I re-
member when our account-
ant said I needed to write a 
business plan. What the heck 
is a business plan? My back-
ground was in journalism, 
political science and history. 
Finance? Yuck! After stew-
ing for a few days, I went  
online and read about creat-

ing a business plan, and I made the most simple one 
likely ever made. However, it was good enough. 
   On Dec. 20, 2010, KVDM, 88.1 began broadcasting. I 
remember during the Christmas season, I listened to 
many Masses and was absolutely thrilled to know that 
the sound coming out of that little stereo in my home 
was actually Divine Mercy Radio. I remain amazed of 
how little radio waves, that we don’t see, can make 
sound through a little box, or a cell phone or a device 
like Amazon Echo.  
   In the latter months of 2014, Divine Mercy Radio pur-
chased KRTT from Florida Public Radio, Inc., and it 
was on the air as Divine Mercy Radio by February 5, 
2015. 
   Please pray for this evangelization ministry as we 
work to put KDJM 101.7 FM on the air. 
   God is good.  Praise Him! 
 
                            - Donetta Robben, Executive Director 

Praising God for 3rd radio station  
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Leslie pursues counseling degree  
by Leslie Unrein 
   Last fall I attended a campus tour at Fort Hays State Uni-
versity with my oldest son, Dayton. As we walked the 

beautiful campus listening to the leaves 
crunching beneath our shoes and seeing 
the changing colors around us, I had an 
excited feeling for my son, but also felt a 
stirring within myself to go back to 
school. It seemed crazy because when I 
graduated with my bachelor’s degree 
many years ago, I said, “I’ll never go 
back. However, if I EVER did, it would 
be to pursue a master’s in counseling, but 
I’ll NEVER go back.”  
   Over the course of the next few weeks 
after being on campus, this feeling did 

not subside, and I began to check further into the counsel-
ing program. Every obstacle that I felt would make this 
unattainable was easily overcome. I applied to the program, 
was accepted this past March, and took my first course over 
the summer. I enjoyed my class immensely. After many 
prayers, I truly felt God calling me to work directly with 
people. Since high school, I’ve known that I wanted a ca-
reer where I could “help people.” I believed Divine Mercy 
Radio was my “helping people” job because what better 
way is there to help people than to give them the tools to 
get to heaven? In my heart though, I believe God is calling 
me to assist others in a different capacity.  
   Knowing that the ideal person in my position as assistant 

director would be willing to advance to the executive direc-
tor position in approximately five years, I knew the right 
thing to do was to step aside so that this person could be 
sought. I began to browse the job listings and after passing 
up a post at Westside Alternative School for several days, I 
felt something nudging me to check it out. I was offered the 
position and now look forward to working with youth while 
I continue my education.  
   There’s one final piece to my story. A few days after I 

broke this news to my mom (executive director, Donetta 

Robben), I was standing in the doorway of her office while 

she was fretting about not being able to find the right per-

son to replace me. I was telling her that we needed to have 

faith that God would send the right applicant, and that I 

would dedicate my adoration hour that night to finding the 

right person. Just as I said that, we stopped talking because 

we heard the door at the bottom of the stairs open. A few 

seconds later in walks this beautiful blonde angel holding a 

resume. She did not even know there was a position open—

just wanted to drop off her resume because she was inter-

ested in working for a Catholic institution! In my nearly 

three years of working here, no one ever walked in with a 

resume in hand. I can’t help but picture God above smiling 

as He places certain people in specific places at precise 

times. 

   My decision was definitely not an easy one, but I am con-

fident God has a plan for me and for Divine Mercy Radio. 

by Krysten Brake  
   God has a plan for every action that we take. Hello, my 
name is Krysten Brake or as Leslie referred to me as the 
“blonde angel holding a resume.” 
   Upon arriving at Divine Mercy Radio, I had 
no idea that a position had opened up, but I 
was searching for a job, so I was going 
around to a few different businesses in Hays 
to distribute my resume in hope of finding a 
job. Born and raised in Kinsley, I have been 
living in Hays for almost the last decade. 
Through the course of this time, I was a stu-
dent at Fort Hays State University, graduated 
with my degree in Chemistry, and had a full-
time position on campus in the chemistry 
field. From an outside perspective I had eve-
rything under control and that everything was 
going great, but internally that was not the 
case. 
   In my one year of working on campus, I had a constant 
internal battle. This battle ended with me eventually turn-
ing in my resignation, because God was pulling me in other 
directions. One of the directions that my heart was being 

pulled to was to pursue a degree through the Augustine 
Institute in Denver. I am currently taking online classes 
working towards my Master’s Degree in Theology.    

   Through all my life experiences and 
through taking my classes, I knew that I 
wanted to work for a Catholic organization.  
   This past summer, in the Diocese of Dodge 
City, I taught Totus Tuus. At the end of the 
summer, I had no idea what I was going to 
do for a job. I was a little worried that I 
would not be able to find a job when getting 
back to Hays, but God always provides for 
us. He provided me with the wonderful op-
portunity to start working here, and I am 
very grateful. 
   At the time when I turned in my resigna-
tion at my job on campus, I had no idea that 
God would call me to be working for Divine 

Mercy Radio, but that’s the beauty in it. I would never 
have imagined or “planned” my job to be what it is, but 
that is one reason why I know that God led me here.  
   Please know that I am anxious to meet all of you. 

Krysten leaves job, trusting in God 

Leslie Unrein 

Krysten Brake 



 

108 E. 12th St. 
Hays, KS  67601 

Return Service Requested 

NONPROFIT 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT  NO. 106 
HAYS, KS  67601 

The Chansler 
Boys. 

 
From left, 

Ambrose, 3, 
Cyril “Cy”, 9 

months, 
sporting his 
88.1 onsie, 

and           
Augustine, 2. 

These     
adorable boys 
are the sons 
of Jared and 

Adie     
Chansler, 
owners of 
Shortstop 

Barber Shop, 
Great Bend. 


