
On the air in Salina this month! 
by Donetta Robben   
 

   The building has been set.The antennas are installed. 
The lines are hung. Electricity, internet and phone lines 
are set. Divine Mercy Radio, 101.7, 
KJDM, Lindsborg, will soon be on the 
air. All of us at Divine Mercy Radio 
hope you are as excited as we are.    
   The on-air computer is on the way. 
Hopefully, by the time you receive this 
newsletter, the station will be on the 
air! If not, it will be real soon. 
   Bishop Vincke has graciously agreed 
to bless the grounds and equipment at 
1 p.m., Sunday, June 28. 
   The actual blessing will take place at 
6779 West Falun Road, Falun KS 
67442.  
   Following the blessing, there will be 
a reception in the Hall of Bishops at 
Sacred Heart Cathedral in Salina. You 
are all cordially and officially invited! 
The reception will last until 3:30, so if 
you can’t make it to the blessing, 
please simply stop in at the reception. 
We want to meet everyone in the new 
listening area. 
   Allow me to explain a few things. You’ll hear the sta-

tion identifications as KJDM, Lindsborg. That’s because 
the city of license is in Lindsborg. However, the tower/
transmitter site is in Falun. According to FCC rules, the 

antenna can be moved as long as the 
city of license is still covered by the 
radio transmission. The engineering 
study indicates it will be, and the 
move has been approved by the Fed-
eral Communications Commission. 
   Now, you’ll see in print publica-
tions, KJDM 101.7, Salina. Accord-
ing to our FCC lawyer, it is perfectly 
okay to put the largest populated city 
the license covers in any print mate-
rials. So, that is why you’ll hear 
KJDM, Lindsborg as an identifica-
tion on the radio, but will see KJDM, 
Salina on the logo and print materi-
als. 
   Regarding the Hays expansion 

project, we’re due to close at the end 

of June, so we’ll have more on the 

building of the larger Hays station 

coming up. 

   Thanks to all of you for making 

these expansion projects possible. 
May God bless you for your sacrificial giving. 
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Tower climbers from Hayden Tower Service, 
Topeka, install a 4-bay, circularly polarized 
antenna. 

Bishop Vincke to bless transmitter site June 28 

 Want to keep updated on what’s happening 
at Divine Mercy Radio? 

 
 Go to dvmercy.com and click on Monthly E-Mail Updates and/or 

     download the Divine Mercy Radio app and allow notifications. 
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Donetta’s Ramblings 

Our Lady must desire radio evangelization 
   It was the feast day of Our Lady of Fatima – the anni-
versary of the day when our Blessed Mother Mary, 
identifying herself as Our Lady of the Rosary appeared 
to three children in Portugal. This took place 103 years 
ago.  
   The station in Salina was in the process of being built. 
With the $100,000 loan and 
generous donations, there was 
enough money in the bank to 
finish paying for the equipment. 
However, I had no idea how 
Divine Mercy Radio was going 
to stay on the air month to 
month. It will take about 
$10,000 per month to keep 
KJDM 101.7 on the air. When 
building a new station, it gener-
ally takes about a year before a 
non-profit station has enough 
financial support from its listen-
ers to actually pay its monthly 
expenses.  
   On May 13, I got up at 5 a.m. 
to exercise on the elliptical 
while praying. This particular 
morning, I begged Our Lady to 
please help me not to fret over 
how the bills would get paid 
once the Salina station was on 
the air.  
   “Please,” I prayed to Our 
Blessed Mother, “give this sta-
tion enough cushion so I don’t have to worry about how 
the bills will get paid month to month.” Then, I prayed 
the rosary, showered and went to work. 
   First thing I do at work, after reciting the mission 
prayer in front of Jesus’ Divine Mercy image, is open 
email. There was a message that Divine Mercy Radio 
was able to get a small business loan from the federal 
government of $147,100.   
   “Thank you,” I said to Mary. 
   Then, mid-morning, Bishop Vincke called and said 

the Diocese of Salina was going to turn over the title of 
the Mary Elizabeth Maternity Home to Divine Mercy 
Radio to sell and use the funds to help with the expan-
sion of evangelization efforts of Catholic radio in the 
diocese. Thus, we will have enough funds to complete 
the building of the larger Hays station.  

   Yes, we do have two loans to pay 
back, but this will give us time to 
build up our network of new listen-
ers and supporters. 
   Then, mid-afternoon, I discov-
ered that Divine Mercy Radio re-
ceived a $2,000 grant. 
   All this happened on May 13, the 
Feast Day of Our Lady of Fatima.  
   On another issue, we’ve been 
waiting for an on-air computer. We 
were told that Dell quit making 
computers or slowed down produc-
tion during the coronavirus pan-
demic. We were told by our on-air 
software people that they had one 
client waiting since February for a 
computer. 
   Our computer was backordered 
once, and they said it was due to be 
shipped mid June. 
   Getting an on-air computer was 
all that was preventing us from 
putting the Salina station on the air. 
   June 1 rolls around, which is a 
new feast day of Mary, Mother of 

the Church. That day, I received an email from Dell that 
the computer is on its way.  
   There is no doubt, at least in my mind, that our 
Blessed Mother wants Divine Mercy Radio to continue 
the work of her beloved Son. Thank you, O Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Pray for us. 
 
Your grateful servant, 
 
                                Donetta Robben, Executive Director 

Thanks to all who helped 
make the spring  

care-a-thon a success. 
$61,044.20 

Welcome to our new 
underwriter: 

 

Beck Chiropractic, Hoisington 
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by Donetta Robben 

   HAYS - Prayer generates action. This has proven true 
for both the Mary Elizabeth Maternity Home and Divine 
Mercy Radio. 
   In the mid ‘90s, a Catholic prayer group, The Legion 
of Mary, prayed intensely for an end to abortion. Prayer 
turned into action when one of the members, Shirley 
Dinkel, was informed that there was a need for pregnant, 
unwed mothers to have a place to stay to bring their ba-
bies to term.  
   Shirley’s friend, Elizabeth Marcotte, owned a large 
home at 7th and Fort 
Streets. Elizabeth’s hus-
band died in service to 
his country, and she was 
raising two small chil-
dren. The idea was that 
Elizabeth could house 
some unwed mothers in 
her home if they needed 
a place to stay.  
   Then, the state popped 
in with rules and regula-
tions on a boarding 
home, and in order to 
make it such, the home 
Elizabeth was staying in 
would need some work. 
After learning about 
what it would take to 
make Elizabeth’s home a home for unwed mothers, 
Elizabeth generously offered to move and donate the 
home that became known as The Mary Elizabeth Mater-
nity Home. 
   Shirley formed a board of directors and they labored 
diligently for two years to raise money and remodel the 
home for state approval. Many groups and businesses 
donated labor and materials. On April 5, 1997, the doors 
of the Mary Elizabeth Maternity Home opened to give 
unwed mothers a place to bring their pregnancies to 
term. 
   I had the privilege of working at the maternity home 
for five years as the administrator. I can tell you that 
during the years I was there the home was full to capaci-
ty many times. This home helped many souls. Many 
girls came in not knowing what normal family life was 
like. They were raised in homes where drug use was the 
norm, some raised in foster care for one reason or anoth-
er, some ran away from home, while others just wanted 
to bring their pregnancy to term, give their child a good 
family in order to be raised through adoption, and get on 
with their lives. How selfless! In the past two years, I 
have seen two of the babies born during my time at the 

home, graduate from high school. I can’t tell you the 
pride in my heart knowing that God directed their lives 
through the MEMH. 
   This home was a safe haven until there was no longer 
a need. After a year with no unwed mothers using the 
home, the Board of Directors of MEMH deeded the 
home to the Diocese of Salina. 
   Now this generated some controversy since as the 
founding board of directors and Elizabeth had discussed 
an informal agreement that would return the deed to 
Elizabeth should the MEMH ever cease operations. Be-

cause no formal legal 
agreement was in place, the 
current board, at the time of 
the closing, decided to give 
the home to the Diocese of 
Salina.  
   Currently, the Diocese of 
Salina is in the process of 
deeding the home to Divine 
Mercy Radio to be sold and 
the funds used for expan-
sion of Catholic radio evan-
gelization. Once again, I am 
bursting with joy at being a 
part of God’s mission made 
possible through this home 
that was gifted by Eliza-
beth.  

   All of this started with a tragedy – the death of Eliza-
beth’s precious husband. Look at how God has used this 
tragedy to save so many souls – through the maternity 
home and now through Divine Mercy Radio. When 
these radio waves reach out into the air, who knows who 
will tune in and listen? Who knows how many people 
change their lives because of something they hear on the 
radio? Once in a while, the Holy Spirit allows us to 
know who He touches, but for the most part, we will 
never know on this side of heaven who is benefiting and 
choosing a different way of life by what they hear on the 
radio. That’s one of the cool things about radio – a per-
son can listen in the privacy of their home, their car, 
their garage – wherever. 
   In my humble opinion, I believe when Elizabeth do-
nated the home to MEMH, she wasn’t thinking, ‘I won-
der how many souls this home might help bring to Je-
sus.’ She simply knew there was a need and gave gener-
ously from her heart. 
   May Elizabeth’s generosity continue to work in bring-
ing souls to Jesus through the sale of the home and the 
funding used to expand Catholic radio. 

Home will continue bringing souls to Jesus 
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FUTURE LISTENERS 
From Top Left: Joseph Richard Stramel, son of Scott & Clare 
Stramel, Salina, (He’s probably grown a little since this photo!)  
Augustin John Marintzer, son of Cody & Karen Marintzer, Hays, 
Ezkiel “Zeke” Joseph Andrew Prediger, son of Patrick & Cassandra 
Prediger, Hays,  Right: Justin Joseph Brown, son of Eric & Jaclyn 
Brown, Great Bend. 

108 E. 12th St. 
Hays, KS  67601 


