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   A big thank you to all who partici-

pated in Divine Mercy Radio’s spring 

care-a-thon. A special thank you to Fr. 

Fred Gatschet who opens and closes 

each care-a-thon, as well as Ken 
Billinger and Rick Binder for hosting.   

   Those of 

you who 

take time to 

prepare, 

come to the 

studio and 

teach, in-

form or 

share your 

heart-felt 

stories – 
God bless 

you! We 

know it 

takes time 

away from 

your jobs, 

as well as 

many hours preparing for your presen-

tation. It is your presentations and tes-

timonies that make the radio’s care-a-

thons popular and well listened to. 
   Thanks to those who provided prizes 

and to T.K.’s Smokehaus for providing 

lunch for the staff and volunteers. 

   Lastly, all of you who gave matching 

funds, all of you who donated and all 

of you who came to the studio to visit 

or bring a yummy treat – THANKS! 

Slightly over $45,000 was raised for 

the operating expenses of the two Di-

vine Mercy Radio stations – KVDM in 

Hays and KRTT in Great Bend.   

   Unfortunately it takes money to run 

two stations, and we do so with limited 

staff and conservative spending while 

still providing quality sound and two 
local shows. The annual budget is 

$206,976.  

All of this 

comes from 

donated 

funds as well 

as underwrit-

ing. We beg.  

You give.  

Thank you! 

   You are 

helping 
spread the 

Word of 

God, maybe 

not to the 

ends of the 

earth, but to 

our local 

areas, in the Hays and Great Bend are-

as, those across the country who have 

ties to these communities, and those 

who listen via computer and smart 
phone app. 

   We even have had prayer requests 

from as far away as India. Our secular 

society continues to push God out of 

the public sector. We need to push 

back, and put God front and center in 

our lives and in this awesome universe 

He created. Your participation in this 

evangelization ministry is helping to 

accomplish this goal.  

    Travelers going into Great 

Bend from any direction will 

now see an 88.1 sign encour-

aging them to tune in and 

check out this station. Leslie 
Unrein, Assistant Director of 

Divine Mercy Radio, made 

numerous phone calls to find 

maps and landowners who 

might be willing to allow a 4 x 

8 sign on their property.   

   Then, it’s a good thing the 

President of the Board, Lester 

Robben, is an active Knight in 

the Knights of Columbus. He 

went to a meeting and asked if 

anyone might be willing to 
give up a Saturday to put up 

five signs – four around Great 

Bend and one south of Hays.  

One Knight had telephone 

poles on his farm that could be 

used to mount the signs and 

another had a skid steer with 

an auger attachment to make 

drilling the holes a whole lot 

easier.   

   On Saturday, April 8, five 
Knights, Pat and Tim Miller, 

Stan and John Staab as well as 

Lester, took off toward Great 

Bend and spent the entire day 

putting up the signs. East of 

Great Bend, the men did not 

know what to do as there was  

Spring care-a-thon a success 
Signs enhance 

drive into 
Great Bend 

Ken Billinger interviews Capuchin Priest, Fr. Peter Meis about 

his mission work in Papua New Guinea. 

(continued on page 2) 
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Donetta’s Ramblings 

Do you trust the media? 
   The mainstream media is heavily biased. That’s no 

secret. According to a 2015 Gallup Survey, 2005 was 

the last year a majority of Americans trusted the press.  

The days of Walter Cronkite are over. The mainstream 

press is biased and agenda-driven. The Gallup Survey 
also reported that only 36 percent of Americans trust the 

press.  

   I’m kind of a news junkie. My undergraduate degree is 

in communications with a journalism emphasis and my 

master’s degree is in history. I like to think that journal-

ism and history are cousins. In order to be a good jour-

nalist one needs to have at least a general understanding 

of history. That isn’t the case today. Sometimes I think 

the journalist hasn’t even read the Constitution nor has it 

as a resource before they report. 

   The news media today seems to take a piece of gossip 

and beat it to death. Hour after hour they talk about all 
aspects of something they don’t even know is true. This 

isn’t real journalism; at least it’s not the way I was 

trained. This type of news borders on slander. No won-

der most Americans fail to trust the media. 

   There is an alternative to this news — there is Catholic 

news. The news staff of the Eternal Word Television 

Network is so recognized and accomplished that they 

now have a White House presence. Catholic news is 

news from a Catholic perspective. It isn’t biased right or 

left. Catholic news presents the facts. They might inter-

view noted Bishops and other experts in the Church on a 
particular topic, so you’re informed of how the Church 

may view a specific issue. The public can listen to Cath-

olic news on EWTN’s Nightly News. This 30-minute 

program airs on the EWTN television channel at 5 and 8 

p.m. weekdays.  It airs on Divine Mercy Radio at 8 p.m. 

weekdays. It is followed by the Holy Rosary. Thus, you 

can hear the 

news and 

then pray 

for our na-

tion. 
   In addition 

to the even-

ing news, 

there are 

two awe-

some morn-

ing pro-

grams that 

are filled with news and information. The Son Rise 

Morning Show airs at 6 a.m. and Morning Glory airs at 7 

a.m.  As you are getting ready for work or driving to 

work, you can listen to Catholic news and also be filled 
with holy inspiration. 

  At 8 a.m. weekdays, Divine Mercy Radio airs Catholic 

Connections with Teresa Tomeo. Teresa takes on the 

tough moral issues of the day. However, she is 100 per-

cent Catholic and does express her opinion – even to the 

point of tears sometimes because of her frustration on 

issues that hurt and suppress individuals. Teresa will 

often interview distinguished bishops and church offi-

cials on crucial topics. Catholics can gain a wealth of 

information by listening to her show. 

   In the afternoon, Al Kresta with Kresta in the After-
noon, takes on current topics, especially those with a 

moral compass. This show airs from 3 to 5 p.m. week-

days And, if you’re up really early, the 4 p.m. hour re-

plays at 5 a.m. the next day. 

 
                                          - Donetta Robben, Executive Director 

(continued from page 1) 

a Great Bend Knights pro-life sign already in place. Stan Staab is the Grand Knight of St. Mary’s Council in Hays 

and just happened to know who to contact with the Knights of Great Bend. Thus, the Great Bend Knights allowed 

Divine Mercy Radio to attach its sign to the Knights sign, and it became a great fit! 

   South of Great Bend, Chris Warren of Warren Brothers Industrial Sandblast and Coating, built the frame for the 

88.1 sign that is on his land, and it turned out to be a slick looking sign with a powder-coated black finish. 

   Thanks Knights from Council 6984 for your labor of love. 
                                                                        (See photos on cover page.) 

Radio Station sign attached to Knight’s pro-life sign 
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By Leslie Unrein 

What is underwriting? 

   Underwriting is the recognition a business or organi-

zation receives in exchange for their financial support 

for a non-profit radio station. This sponsorship is 

played on air through the radio, streaming on the phone 

app and at dvmercy.com. In addition, all underwriters 

are listed on the station’s website. It is heard on KVDM 

in Hays and the surrounding communities, on KRTT in 

Great Bend and the surrounding towns, and anywhere 
in the United States that listeners tune in via the phone 

app and their computer.   

Why should I 

underwrite? 

  Oh my, there are 

so many reasons 

to support Catho-

lic radio . . . it is a 

modern way to 

evangelize, it 

helps listeners to 
grow in their faith, 

it fosters voca-

tions, it is instru-

mental in guiding 

listeners to the 

Truth and has 

been instrumental 

in leading a great 

number of “searching” listeners to the Church, and 

many fallen away Catholics have returned to the faith 

because of Catholic radio. 

   In addition, active Catholics become more engaged in 
their faith. I could go on and on, but to summarize this 

point, supporting Catholic radio financially by under-

writing helps to bring the Word of God to a vast 

amount of people for the benefit of their salvation and 

the community as a whole. 

   Underwriting benefits the business owner or organi-

zation by letting the public know the business is one 

with values, integrity, one that gives back to the com-

munity and truly cares about others. By hearing your 

business’ name every day, the listeners will remember 

you and be reminded to patronize your business when 

your services are needed.      

How is underwriting different from advertising? 

   Underwriting is not simply advertising. Listeners and 
supporters of these great radio stations want to do busi-

ness with those business owners who also support 

Catholic radio. It is one big circle that goes round and 

one big family at that. It is not uncommon for support-

ers to call the studio when they are seeking a dentist, 

insurance agent, plumber, etc. If you haven’t looked 

yet, I’d encourage everyone to check out the current list 

of underwriters at 

dvmercy.com! 

Should I recom-

mend underwrit-

ing to people I do 

business with? 

   Absolutely! 

Please let your 

friends, family 

and those business 

owners that you 

do business with 

know that you’d 

value their sup-

port of Divine 

Mercy Radio. I 
truly believe that the increase in business due to under-

writing would be greater than the financial support giv-

en! 

Should I do business with underwriters? 

   Yes! Please, if you don’t already, take a minute to 

view the list of underwriters at dvmercy.com (you’ve 

heard them on the air already—just refresh your 

memory!), patronize those businesses, and when you 

do, let them know you appreciate their support of the 

mission of your favorite radio station. 

How do I get started underwriting? 
   It’s easy! Call me at 785-621-4110 or e-mail 
leslie@dvmercy.com, and I’d be happy to explain the 

different underwriting options to you. 

What is this “Underwriting” I Keep Hearing About? 

Save the Date 
Divine Mercy Radio’s Seventh Annual Appreciation Banquet 

Sept. 9, 2017 with 

Brian Patrick, Host of Morning Glory 

mailto:leslie@dvmercy.com
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LEFT: John Staab, Stan Staab, Tim Miller, and Pat Miller pose in front of the sign on the property of Chris Warren of Warren 
Brothers Industrial Sandblast and Coating, south of Great Bend after the installation. (Not pictured is Lester Robben.)  RIGHT: 
On the sign east of Great Bend, the Knights from Prince of Peace Parish in Great Bend allowed Divine Mercy Radio’s sign to 
be mounted below. The two signs go together perfectly! 

                                                  Care-a-Thon Prize Winners 
Bose Radio Wave II, Bill & Brenda Klaus; A Couple’s Spa Day, Allen & Kim Rohr; Vatican Angel Col-

lection, Richard Polcyn; Dog Days art print, Linda Becker; Ladder Rosary, Fr. David Metz. Trivia prize 

winners: Jeanette Soukup, George Crawford, Christian Wellbrock & Jackie Skolout. 


