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   By Donetta Robben 

   Thank you to all of you who made Divine Mercy Ra-
dio’s fall care-a-thon a success. As of this writing, we 
raised $48,670, just shy of our $50,000 goal. Thanks to 
all who volunteered, donated prizes, food, prepared to 
speak on a specific topic for radio presentations, and to 
all those who donat-
ed matching funds, 
made challenges and 
contributed to reach-
ing this financial 
goal. 
   Why $50,000? 
Because we need 
that amount in order 
meet our monthly 
expenses such as 
utilities, rent, music 
licenses, streaming, 
insurance, equip-
ment and software 
updates, etc. 
   The semi-annual 
care-a-thons enables Divine Mercy Radio to survive 
month to month. Reaching the $50,000 goal, enables us 
to put some funding aside for expanding these radio 
waves should the opportunity arise. Please pray for this 
ministry as the Board of Directors desire to expand 
Catholic radio into Salina and Colby, but the only way 
to do that is for another radio station to sell their station. 
The FCC will not be opening any licenses anytime in the 
near future. Miracles can happen, so please implore Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help (Divine Mercy Radio’s patron-
ess) to expand her Son’s church through the means of 
Catholic radio. 
   December 20, Divine Mercy Radio celebrated its 8th 
birthday. (The birthday video can be seen on YouTube.)     
This means that the station has held 16 care-a-thons.  
Looking back to the first care-a-thon, held in April of 
2011, the station barely made $12,000, which was about 

one-fourth of what was needed for the budget at that 
time. Also, at that time, the station was run 40+ hours a 
week by volunteers – no one got paid. The station was 
also trying to pay back a loan that was given interest-
free. 

   On a personal 
note, I remember 
getting up at 3:30 
a.m. on the final 
day of that first 
care-a-thon and 
going to the ado-
ration chapel. I 
was fighting back 
tears as I begged 
Jesus to take over 
this station. I did-
n’t know what 
else to do to get 
His people to lis-
ten. As it turned 
out Jesus had a 
plan through His 

Holy Spirit. I just had to wait for His timing. Now that I 
look back on it, I believe Jesus wanted me to come to 
Him more in prayer, making prayer the foundation of this 
ministry. I believe Jesus wanted me to know that this is 
His station, not mine. I believe Jesus wanted me to under-
stand that it was going to take a large family to make this 
station successful, and this family would be His family.  
   Watch & Pray was a fitting theme for this care-a-thon, 
as that is what Jesus had me do these past eight years – 
keep working, but pray and watch Him work countless 
little miracles. 
   On behalf of myself, the Board of Directors, and all the 
listeners of Divine Mercy Radio, both KVDM in Hays 
and KRTT in Great Bend, God bless all of you who 
helped make this fall care-a-thon a grand success. May 
you find many blessings in this New Year of 2019. 
                          (Related story on back cover.) 

Nearly reached goal 

Care-a-thon deemed successful 
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   In November, Lester & I along with Board Member 
Christian Lutz, attended the Catholic Radio Conference 
in Birmingham, Ala. This is the 10th conference I’ve 
attended as I began going two years before we were on 
the air to learn as much as I could about the radio busi-
ness. I must say that now I attend because it gives me 
spiritual renewal – that boost to keep on plugging away 
even when I’m called during the night because of tech-
nical issues. Lester and I say running a radio station is 
like having a baby – you never know when he or she is 
going to get sick.   
   Being around others in the business and attending spir-
itual talks, sets a person on fire to come back to the min-
istry and go forward even stronger. I really like Catholic 
radio conferences. 
   This year was especially inspiring as we got to hear 
talks by Scott Hahn, Father John Riccardo and Father 
Wade Menezes. Following are some highlights from 
each of their talks. 
   Father John said we are here – we exist because God 
made us to divinize us – to make us like himself. People 
often ask, “Then, why is my life so messed up?” Fr. 
Riccardo said there are three main reasons:                  
   1. Lucifer is envious of us because God wants to divi-
nize us; 
   2. Adam and Eve sold our race to powers that we have 
no control over; and 
   3. Death and sin continue, and thus, our race is stuck 
in slavery, and there’s no way out. 
   So, what does God do in response?  He sends His Son.  
The incarnation, Father Riccardo said, is an invasion of 
a kingdom to make it stronger. God deceives the deceiv-
er!  Jesus on the cross should give us hope. We should 
trust in Him as the cross tells us three things: 
   1. The love the Father has for me (us); 
   2. He’s taken atonement for my (our) sin; and 
   3. Jesus is fighting for me (us). 
   Father Riccardo said, “Jesus is the ambush predator. 
He lies still and motionless to attack the predator (the 
devil). God allows Jesus to get inside death to explode 
it. Thus, our Christian life is all about the rescue. We 
should surrender to Him. We should proclaim Him. The 

world has no hope without Him. 
   Scott Hahn talked about a lot of things, but one thing 
he talked about was the sacrament of confession. He 
said we get new life through confession just as Jesus 
gave new life to Lazarus. Who wouldn’t want to take 
advantage of that? 
   God’s mercy, Hahn said, is like a trampoline: we fall 
upward. We’re better than if we hadn’t fallen at all.  
How neat is that?  However, this mercy can only come 
to us when we humbly admit we sinned, “through my 
fault, through my most grievous fault.” In order to come 
to this level of humbleness, we need to be lovers of eter-
nal life. 
   Fr. Wade Menezes gave four questions we should all 
ask when processing media: 
   Does what I’m hearing or reading correspond with 
what the Church says is true? 
   Does what I’m hearing or reading confirm Church 
teaching? 
   Where is the author or news person at morally? 
   What are the consequences of the things I’m reading 
or hearing?  Will it bear fruit? 
                                         - Donetta Robben, Executive Director 

Donetta’s Ramblings 

Conference offers spiritual renewal 

Lester & Donetta Robben, Father John Riccardo and Christian Lutz at 
the Catholic Radio Conference in Birmingham in November. 

 Available at: 
Divine Mercy Radio, 108 E. 12th St., Hays 

If needing the plate mailed, 
please include $5 for shipping.  

Evangelize with a license plate 

Only $5 
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By Leslie Unrein    

   In regards to promoting underwriting, I’ve come to 
two conclusions: the Holy Spirit inclines people to sup-
port this station and its evangelization mission, and it’s 
extremely difficult, almost impossible, to sell underwrit-
ing to business owners who have never turned their dial 
to 88.1.  
   Please allow me to propose several reasons why spon-
soring programming on Divine Mercy Radio is both 
beneficial and effective. 
   As Catholics we are called to 
evangelize just as Saint Pope John 
Paul II said, “No believer in 
Christ, no institution of the 
Church can avoid this supreme 
duty: to proclaim Christ to all 
peoples.” An easy way to fulfill 
this duty to share the Catholic 
faith is to sponsor programming 
on Divine Mercy Radio. In addi-
tion to educating the listeners of 
88.1 through its appealing line-up 
of shows, your sponsorship will 
air a minimum of five times per 
day, demonstrating that your business is one centered on 
values and integrity.   
   It should also be noted that the listeners of Divine 
Mercy Radio are a loyal audience who choose to patron-
ize the businesses that support local Catholic Radio.    
Benefactors of this station frequently inquire about un-
derwriters offering specific products or services before 
spending their money. It is for this reason that we’ve 
revamped the underwriter page at dvmercy.com to be 
organized into specific categories. 
   For example, if you’re looking for someone to fix your 
car, you will find a list of repair shops under 
“Automotive.” As patrons of these businesses, it is very 
much appreciated when you thank them for their spon-

sorship on 88.1, and if there is not a business in a cate-
gory you are needing to do business with, please suggest 
underwriting to them. 
   There are several devoted listeners who regularly sug-
gest underwriting to local businesses who have taken 
their suggestion and begun sponsoring programming.   
   Also, if you’d like me to follow up on one of these 
suggestions, I’d be more than happy to do so! 
   Another new feature for our underwriters, which we 

began in August, is the Underwrit-
er Spotlight on Facebook.  Each 
Monday morning an underwriter is 
drawn from a basket to be featured 
in the Underwriter Spotlight in 
order to give that business support-
er additional exposure. We truly 
want your sponsorship to profit you 
as much as it benefits the commu-
nity who reap the benefits of hav-
ing a local Catholic Radio station.   
   All right, this all sounds fruitful 
for everyone involved, but you 
may be wondering what the finan-

cial commitment is. Underwriting is far less costly than 
purchasing radio ads on for-profit stations. For as little 
as $1.67 per 30-second spot, your business can be pro-
moted on Divine Mercy Radio. I understand most read-
ers of this article either are not business owners or al-
ready sponsor programming on 88.1, so I kindly ask that 
you continue to support those who support this station. 
Jesus is depicted in the three Synoptic Gospels as teach-
ing that our purpose on this earth is to love and serve 
God, as well as, love and serve others. 
   As a community of Catholics, I implore you to serve 
others through your support of the message being broad-
cast on 88.1, and please don’t be afraid to recommend 
this station to anyone who is not a regular listener. God 
works in wonderous ways. 

Underwriting benefits station and business 

“No believer in Christ, 
no institution of the 

Church can avoid this 
supreme duty: 

to proclaim Christ 
to all peoples.”  

 
- Saint Pope John Paul II 

Wanted: 

Interested individuals in serving on the KRTT Advisory Committee in the Great Bend area 
 

Duties include: 

 4 lunch meetings per year where members contribute ideas and suggestions for the radio station; 

 Commit to praying a chaplet on Wednesdays for the needs of this radio ministry; 

 Put up at least 10 yard signs twice a year during care-a-thon time, picking up the signs, 
cleaning the signs and storing the signs; and  

 Help with the Divine Mercy Service on Divine Mercy Sunday if asked. 
 

If interested contact: 
Donetta Robben, 785.621.4110  

or 
Pat Straub, KRTT Committee Chair, 620.786.9414 



 

108 E. 12th St. 
Hays, KS  67601 

Return Service Requested 
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   For the past two care-a-thons, the staff at Divine Mer-
cy Radio has broadcasted live on YouTube. The spring 
care-a-thon was kind of a hit and miss – some aired, 
others didn’t. During the fall care-a-thon, the technique 
was mastered. 
   The most watched show on YouTube was the Sacred 
Heart Students in Plainville, with 109 views. Following 
the students was Bishop Jerry Vincke with 67 views and 
right behind Bishop Vincke was Father Andy Hammeke 
with 65 views as he talked about his first six months as a 
priest.   
   Other popular streams were Father Joshua Werth on 
Satan and Hell, Father Brian Lager on Missionary Disci-
pleship, Curt & Christi Brungardt talking about Jana’s 
Campaign, Father Fred Gatschet, with his Straight Talk 
and interviewing college students, Rick Binder and sev-
eral CYO students, Karen Bieker talking about minister-
ing from pre-school to senior citizens, and Mary Kay 
Schippers talking about her latest book, Return to the 
Family Farm. 

   Leslie Unrein, assistant director of Divine Mercy Ra-
dio, is quite impressed with how many followers Divine 
Mercy is getting on all social media. For example, Di-
vine Mercy Radio’s Facebook page has nearly 1,000 
followers, Twitter has 233 followers, and Instagram, 
which the station just started a few months ago, has 87 
followers. 
   Another cool fact is that Divine Mercy Radio’s web-
site has been getting more traffic with 5,457 unique hits 
as of mid-December.   
   The Amazon Echo has also been receiving more traf-
fic too. During the four-day care-a-thon, there were 152 
daily listeners on the Amazon Echo, with 28 of these 
being “new” listeners. Our maximum number of listen-
ers during any one hour was 63 with an average of 38 
listeners per hour. 
   Back to YouTube, the overall high-watched video the 

radio station has posted to date has been Saint Faustina’s 
25 Secrets to Spiritual Warfare with 3,822 views! 
   Wow! Is that considered trending? 

Care-a-thons popular on social media 

 
VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

Dependable persons or families to put up 88.1 yard signs in Ellis & Plainville twice each year. 


