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   “Amazing.” “Overwhelming.” “Healing.” 
   These were some of the comments people had when 
leaving the Treasurers of the Church relic tour that 
swept through the Salina Diocese July 30 through Aug. 
2. The tour featured over 160 relics of saints, including 
the largest piece of the true cross of Jesus and a piece of 
the veil of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
   Approximately 1,250 people of all ages attended the 
presentation and toured the relics at Catholic churches in 
Manhattan, Salina, Hays and Colby. 

   “This was the highlight of our summer,” Nathan Lang 
said, who attended the viewing at St. Nicholas of Myra 
Church in Hays with his wife and two young daughters.  
“This was better than going to the zoo, a museum.” “Or 
Disneyworld,” his wife, Jennifer, added. 
   “It’s a great family reunion,” Paula Zwenger, Victoria, 
said, “and I met a few new members.” 
   Father Carlos Martins of Companions of the Cross and 
a Vatican consultant on relics, travels on a regular basis  

(continued on page 3) 

Successful relics tour attracts all ages 

   Only a few more days left to receive the early bird 
price in reserving your dinner reservation for Divine 
Mercy Radio’s Ninth Annual Appreciation Banquet be-
ginning at 6 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 7 in the Little Theatre 
of Holy Family Elementary. Tickets are $45, if pur-
chased before Aug. 15. After that, ticket prices go up to 
$50, and you won’t want to miss meeting this year’s 
speaker. 
    If any of you listen to Morning Glory at 7 a.m. Mon-
day through Friday, you’ll know that Gloria Purvis is 
full of personality. She is humorous, yet serious about 
issues of the day. She is not afraid to express right from 
wrong, grace from sin, or kindness from callousness.   
   Gloria is a convert to the Catholic faith, and it was the 
Holy Spirit that called her from a young age. She was 12
-years-old when Gloria had what she calls “a mystical 
experience with the Eucharist,” from which she came to 
know that it was real and alive.  
    “I was consumed with a fire all over my body, but it 
didn’t burn,” she said.  
    This experience compelled her to go home from 
school that day and tell her parents that she was going to 
enroll in the school’s preparation for Confirmation class, 
and she did. 
   After graduating from Cornell University with a Bach-
elor’s of Science in Human Development and Family 
Studies, she worked for more than a decade in the mort-

gage and finance indus-
try, becoming a policy 
manager at a major fi-
nancial services compa-
ny. Gloria now dedicates 
her life to being a stay-at-
home mother while co-
hosting Morning Glory. 
   Gloria has been on 
EWTN’s Life on the 
Rock with Father Francis 
Mary, on ABC’s World 
News Tonight with Peter 
Jennings and is a regular 
on Catholic Answers Live.  
   In addition, Gloria serves as a Board Member on the 

Northwest Pregnancy Center and Maternity Home in 
Washington, D.C. and is an Advisory Board Member on 

the Maryland Catholic Conference’s Respect Life De-
partment. She serves on the National Black Catholic 

Congress’ Leadership Commission on Social Justice. 
Gloria co-chairs the Catholic Employee Network at a 
major financial services company. She is the Chairper-

son for Black Catholics United for Life which seeks to 
increase the size and strength of active Black Catholics 

participating in the pro-life movement. 

Speaker promises to be entertaining 

Gloria Purvis 
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Donetta’s Ramblings 

   God loves us. We say that, but recently I had an expe-
rience that brought this home in a real way. 
   On June 22, I was driving home from Kansas City 
after attending the Catholic Media Conference. I was 
around Salina east of the I-70 and I-135 junction. The 
sky turned dark and a downpour of rain fell like a wall. I 
could not see anything. I slowed down and attempted to 
pull off the highway to the right. When I could see 
again, my car was stopped in the median between the 
west and east bound lanes. I do not know how I got 
there. My husband theorizes that the car hydroplaned. 
   This rattled me quite a bit. I ended up calling 911 who 
sent a highway patrol officer and a tow truck to pull my 
car out as it was stuck in mud and water. The thought 
that ran through my head was that I could have killed 
somebody. My car was beginning to go up the other side 
of the median, and if it had, I could have hit another car 
head on.  
   Also, I was trying to pull to the right, but I went left.  
Thank goodness there was no one in the passing lane. If 
I had been an 1/8 of mile further when the wall of rain 
hit, I could have run into the bridge on the right or a 
guard rail on the left.  
   I ended up sitting in my car in the median for 30 long 
minutes before the tow truck or the highway patrol of-
ficer got to me. There was one man who stopped on the 
ramp, ran out in the rain across I-70 to see if I was al-
right. This man risked his life for me. 
   I did get home that Saturday night. The next day at 
Mass, during the consecration, I was just thanking God 
for all the miracles he showered me with the night be-
fore: my car coming to a stop in the median and not go-

ing over to the oncoming traffic, not being 1/8 of a mile 
further in my travel, the man who stopped to help me, 
the nice highway patrol officer and tow truck driver, the 
fact that I was totally unharmed, and there literally was 
no damage to the car. Plus, I was living this day to be at 
this Mass. (My husband said he was thankful he wasn’t 
planning a funeral.)  
   This is what I heard Jesus say to me in my heart, “Just 
as in a few seconds I allowed many miracles to surround 
you, it is just a few seconds on the altar and this bread 
and wine miraculously change into my body and blood.” 
I was overwhelmed with emotion. I said in my thoughts,  
“My precious God, I’m just one little olé person in a 
world of zillions of people. Why would you care about 
me enough to send all those miracles that surrounded me 
last night; and now today, as I receive you in the Holy 
Eucharist, you are literally becoming part of me. My 
mind is too small to understand the magnificence of 
your love.” 
   It shouldn’t take an accident for us to realize that mira-
cles surround us each and every day. It shouldn’t take an 
accident for us to realize how much God loves each of 
us individually. It shouldn’t take an accident for us to 
become more appreciative of the people around us, or 
the start of a new day, or the colors in the sky. 
  Personally, I believe God saved my life (and others) 

that night. I’m not sure why. Perhaps my soul isn’t 
ready for eternal life. Perhaps He still has work for me 

to do. Whatever the reason, I pray that I faithfully serve 
Him with every fiber of my being. 

- Donetta Robben, Executive Director 

Close call emphasizes God’s love 

 Ninth Annual Appreciation Banquet 
 

6 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 7 
 Little Theatre of Holy Family Elementary 

 
Hors d’oeuvres 

Teriyaki & Barbecue Meatballs 
Cheese & Crackers 

Vegetable Tray 
 

Garden Salad 
Beef Fillet with Mushroom Demi Glace or 

Chicken Roulade  
stuffed with fresh spinach, swiss cheese & roasted red pepper topped with lemon beurre 

blanc sauce 
Herb Roasted Yukon Potatoes 

Sautéed Summer Medley Vegetables 
 

Strawberry Short Cake or Chocolate Cake 
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Priest encourages faithful to release ‘handcuffs’ 

(continued from page 1) 

taking the relics to whoever will host him in order for 
the faithful to be touched by the saints. He said that he is 
often booked two years out. 
   Before the presentation, Father Martins prepared the 
people to view the relics by helping them to release one 
of four “handcuffs” so that their hearts can be open to 
what God wishes to 
share with them 
through his saints. 
   The first handcuff is 
a refusal to attend 
Mass on Sundays. 
   “The Holy Eucharist 
in the Mass is one of 
seven sacraments Jesus 
Christ left to heal the 
world,” Father Martins 
said. “Refusing this 
sacrament is to refuse 
God.” 
   The second handcuff 
is a refusal to confess 
sins sacramentally. 
   There are many peo-
ple who say they don’t 
personally subscribe to 
the teachings of the 
Catholic Church, and 
they refuse to confess 
their sins sacramentally. 
    “We have no right to tell God the manner in which He 
chooses to forgive sin,” Father Martins said. 
“Confessing sins once a year is 
not enough.” 
   The third handcuff is a re-
fusal to make a complete con-
fession. Father Martins said 
many people do not disclose 
all their sins because they are 
ashamed.  
   “As long as we hold on to a 
sin without confessing it, we 
are refusing sacramental 
grace.” 
   The fourth handcuff is a re-
fusal to extend forgiveness to 
those who have hurt us. 

   “A person who refuses to forgive is so unlike God that 
he or she cannot stand in his presence,” Father Carlos 
said. 
   He told the story of Saint Maria Goretti, who was 
stabbed 14 times for refusing to give in to the sexual 
pleasures of a young man. Before Maria died, she said 
she forgave Alessandro Serenelli, and wanted him to be 

in heaven with her 
forever. 
   “Four handcuffs, 
four refusals. Refusing 
God is the creed of 
Satan,” Father Carlos 
said. 
   Father Martins also 
explained what a relic 
is and what a relic is 
not. 
   “A relic is not mag-
ic,” he said. “All pow-
er comes from God. He 
uses saints as interces-
sors.” 
   As Annette 
Hammeke left the par-
ish hall containing the 
saints’ relics, she com-
mented that she silent-
ly talked to the saints 
as she viewed their 

relics. 
   “I have loved ones that have died, and I asked the 
saints, ‘Have you seen them?’ ” 

Lily McKinney and her mother, Theresa McKinney, venerate relics at Sacred 
Heart School in Colby Aug. 2. 

FAR RIGHT: Caitlin William, 
Manhattan, touches a saint’s relic at 
Sacred Heart Parish Hall, Salina, 
July 30, while his brother, Jacob 
looks on. RIGHT: People stood in 
long lines to venerate relics at St. 
Nicholas of Myra, Hays, Aug. 1. 
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   Stop by Divine Mercy Radio’s table at the Back to 
School Bash hosted by Thomas More Prep-Marian 
High School and Holy Family Elementary from 4 to 
10 p.m., Friday, August 23 on 
the campus of TMP-Marian. 
Divine Mercy Radio will be 
giving away an enthronement 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. 
   “We had our home en-
throned in 2002 by Father Da-
na Clark,” Donetta Robben, 
Executive Director, said. “It 
has brought peace and unity 
and many blessings. I wished 
we would have enthroned our 
home while we were still rais-
ing children.” 
   Enthronement involves a priest coming to the 
home, and having a prayer ceremony. At this time 
pictures of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and Immacu-
late Heart of Mary are placed in a prominent place 

in the home.  
   According to the enthronement booklet consecra-
tion to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Im-

maculate Heart of Mary 
means that we surrender 
ourselves to Christ and to 
His Mother. They know 
what is best for us and we 
wish to live in union with 
them. 
   Divine Mercy Radio will 
be giving away beautiful 
pictures of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and Immac-
ulate Heart of Mary as 
well as a Certificate of 
Enthronement to be signed 
at the ceremony. 
   This is a prize that will 

have spiritual benefits to the family that receives it 
for the remainder of their lives, so please stop by 
and register at Divine Mercy Radio’s table during 
the Back to School Bash. 

Station will give away an enthronement at Back to School Bash 


