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   Divine Mercy Radio is now streaming on the Amazon 

Echo. What is the Amazon Echo? It’s a smart speaker.   

   In 1992 the smart phone was introduced even though 

the term didn’t become commonly used until three years 

later. Now there are smart speakers and smart televi-
sions.  

   The Amazon Echo is a voice-activated device that 

plays music, orders food, places Amazon.com orders, 

gives weather reports, reports sports’ scores and sched-

ules, tells jokes, reads news and audio books, controls 

lights, fans, thermostats, and plays your favorite radio 

station: Divine Mercy Radio! 

   To play Divine Mercy Radio, the skill must be activat-

ed, which you can do by saying, “Alexa, enable the  

Divine Mercy Radio Skill.” Once it is enabled, anytime 

someone wants to listen, all they have to say is, “Alexa, 

play Divine Mercy Radio.” Our spiritual director, Father 
Fred Gatschet’s voice comes on saying, “This is Fr. 

Fred Gatschet with Divine Mercy Radio. Thanks for 

listening.” 

   We’ve been told that by 2019, 67 million voice-

assisted devices will be in use in the United States. At 

the end of this year, Ford will be putting voice-activated 

speakers in some of their new vehicles. This could be 

the new way radio is listened to in the future. 

   Google also makes a voice-activated speaker, but it is 

not equipped quite yet for radio stations. When it does, 

Divine Mercy Radio will consider getting on this smart 
speaker too. The deal is that if this radio station is the 

first Divine Mercy Radio on a particular device, no one 

else can have that name. Using “Divine Mercy Radio” 

to activate a smart speaker gives this station a marketing 

advantage.   

   Currently there are four ways to listen to Divine Mer-

cy Radio: on the radio dial at 88.1, if in the Hays or 

Great Bend areas, on the computer at dvmercy.com, on 

a smart phone by downloading the free app by typing 

Divine Mercy Radio in the app or play store, and now 

on the Amazon Echo by saying, “Alexa, play Divine 
Mercy Radio.”   

Four ways to listen 

Divine Mercy Radio launches streaming on echo 

The Amazon Echo comes in black or white and easily fits into a small 

space and blends with a home’s décor. 
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Donetta’s Ramblings 

   When Divine Mercy Radio got on the Amazon Echo, I 

had to buy one for home. My concern is that it will 

make me demanding. 

   You see, whenever a person wants to know something 

they simply ask “Alexa.” So when I need a timer set, I 
say, “Alexa, set timer for 25 minutes.”  When eating 

dinner I might say, “Alexa, play quiet music.” When I 

want to know the weather I say, “Alexa, what’s the 

weather today?” If I want to know if the Royals won or 

lost, I say, “Alexa, what’s the Royal’s score.”   

  What I don’t like about this is that my voice always 

seems demanding. I find myself wanting to say “Alexa, 

please. . . .”, but I have to remember that “Alexa” isn’t a 

real person. Thus, I’m afraid I might start having a de-

manding voice when I actually deal with human beings, 

and I don’t want that to happen.   

  

   A big thanks to all who made Divine Mercy Radio’s 
Seventh Annual Appreciation Banquet a success. We 

had about 200 attend.  Brian Patrick had an awesome 

testimony and message about Jesus’ Divine Mercy. It 

was uplifting and spiritual. We were thankful Bishop 

Weisenburger attended and led us in prayer before sup-

per, and we’re thankful for Father Fred Gatschet who 

had amazing closing remarks. We’re thankful to the 

staff at Immaculate Heart of Mary who made access to 

the Little Theatre possible. We’re thankful to the deco-

rating committee: Leslie Unrein, Katie Loftus and    

Joanne Wasinger who literally transformed The Little 

Theatre into a beautiful dining area. We’re thankful to 

all our supporters who make having an appreciation 

banquet possible. Lastly, we’re thankful for the beauti-

ful email we received on Monday morning from Brian 

Patrick thanking us! This was the first time a speaker 
has told us “thank you.” Brian truly enjoyed the people 

he met and the audience participation. He felt blessed. 

How awesome is that? 

   Several people have asked me “why assigned tables?”   

When we have our meal served to us, the place setting is 

in place and certain things are preset, like the salad.  

Last year, the first year our meal was served, we did not 

have assigned tables. The caterer had to set up a number 

of extra place settings and preset salads because we 

were unsure of where people would sit. This costs more 

and it wastes food. Next year we will have a note inside 

your invitation, so you can list who you want to sit with 
if you have a preference. 

   Please save the date for next year:  Sept. 8, 2018. Our 

speaker will be Terry Barber from the Terry and Jesse 

Show, which is aired at 11 a.m. Saturdays on Divine 

Mercy Radio. Terry also is the founder of Lighthouse 

Catholic Media. By the way, our on-air Care-a-Thon 

host, Ken Billinger began working for the parent com-

pany of Lighthouse, Better Version Media. Ken tells me 

that the CEO of BVM is best friends with Matthew 

Kelly. What great connections. Congratulations Ken! 

 

                             - Donetta Robben, Executive Director 

Annual banquet deemed a success 

Fall Care-a-Thon dates & theme Set 
   “Created for a Purpose,” is the theme for the fall Care-a-Thon, which will take place Nov. 28 through Dec. 

1. If you can help with sponsoring the Care-a-Thon by sponsoring a prize or pledging matching funds, please 

let Donetta know as soon as possible so this can be included in the promotion. If you are a restaurant that can 

provide lunch for four days in exchange for great publicity, please call 785.621.4110.  If you have a topic 

you’d like to see covered, or know of someone who might make an interesting interview, please call the of-

fice or email donetta@dvmercy.com. We will again be contacting the priests in our listening area as well as 

the Catholic school principals. These semi-annual Care-a-Thons are essential to funding this non-profit radio 

station. We generally lose money every month, and the Care-a-Thons make up the loss. So thank you to all 

who give monthly and those who give during the Care-a-Thons. You are all vital to this evangelization min-

istry. Thank you. Also, mark the dates on your calendar so you can tune in, play Catholic trivia, call in and 

ask a guest a question, and simply have fun with us! As Mother Angelica would say, “You are all loved.”   
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By Leslie Unrein 

 

   Have you ever taken a car to a dealership for trade-in, 
only to be offended by the amount you were offered?  

   We all know that it’s only smart business to offer less 

than the vehicle is worth so that a profit can be made (I 

definitely don’t want to offend anyone in the car busi-

ness), but now you have another option. Divine Mercy 

Radio has teamed up 

with Vehicles for Chari-

ty, a non-profit, owned 

and operated by The Arc 

Thrift Stores, which is 

devoted to helping chil-

dren and adults with 
disabilities.   

   So, how does this 

work? It’s really very 

simple. If you have an 

unwanted car, truck, RV, 

boat, motorcycle or even 

tractor sitting around 

that you no longer need, you can call the toll-free num-

ber, 1-866-628-CARS or click on the link at dvmer-

cy.com. Once you’ve contacted Vehicles for Charity, 

arrangements will be made to have your vehicle towed 
within two to three business days.  

   Your donation is then sent to an auto auction and, up-

on the sale, you are mailed a receipt to claim your chari-

table deduction on your federal income tax return. It’s 

that easy! 

   So, what about the profits? Eighty percent of the net 

proceeds will be given to Divine Mercy Radio, and the 

remaining twenty percent will go to Vehicles for Chari-

ty. After Vehicles for Charity’s expenses, all profits go 

to their non-profit, The Arc Thrift Stores. It’s one non-
profit helping another. Isn’t that what Christian unity is 

all about — working together to help those in need? 

   You may be thinking your used vehicle isn’t worthy of 

donation. No problem. 

Your donation doesn’t 

need to be running; it just 

needs to have an engine.  

In this case your gift will 

be taken to a salvage yard 

and sold for parts.  Or, if 

it’s deemed repairable, it 

may be fixed before taken 
to an auction. Either way, 

this can never cost you 

anything — even if Vehi-

cles for Charity takes a 

loss. 

   If you don’t want to hassle with a trade-in or high re-

pair costs, please consider donating your unwanted vehi-

cle to Divine Mercy Radio. As always, your support of 

this evangelization station is very much appreciated and 

makes it possible to spread a positive, Catholic, faith-

enriching, educational message during times when much 
of what is aired on the radio, TV, and in the media is 

anything but. 

Old car? Consider donating it to help Divine Mercy Radio 

LEFT: Brian Patrick presenting his testimony. RIGHT: The head table, Brian Patrick, Father Fred Gatschet, Bishop Edward Weisenburger, 

Donetta Robben and Lester Robben. (Photos courtesy of Allison Ochoa.) 
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Scenes from TMP-Marian Homecoming Parade 

ABOVE:  The trailer carries the banners of Divine Mercy   

Radio. ABOVE RIGHT:  Lester Robben passes out 88.1  suck-

ers at the parade. BOTTOM RIGHT:  Donetta Robben walks 

among the parade watchers passing out 88.1 suckers. 

 

 


