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Radio is here to stay 
By Donetta Robben 

   Several people have asked me if there is a future for 
radio. As the Board of Directors looks at potential ex-
pansion – something we continually do – we’ve been 
asked this question more than a few times. 
   When satellite radio was born in 1992, many people 
thought that AM/FM’s were a thing of the past. It 
seems the more choices we have, 
whether in radio channels or television 
channels, the more it seems that noth-
ing with substance is worth listening 
to. There have been “free” months of 
satellite radio. Being in radio, I lis-
tened. Within 15 minutes I was bored 
with that station and tuned into another 
one, and another, and another. Catho-
lic radio is not boring! There is al-
ways something of value to listen to.  
   Years after satellite radio, AM/FM radio is the most 
tuned-in media with more listeners than satellite and 
digital as well. According to Nielsen’s ratings, radio is 
the only medium to command a constant share of daily 
media activity. Even TV suffered a loss. 
   The other aspect that makes over-the-air radio so 
attractive is that there are no monthly fees or band-
width issues. Plus, it’s local. During severe weather, 

it’s local radio that is your best friend. 
   Radio is not visual. The advantage with radio is it 
“boosts the imagination” via the content being broad-
cast. Many people imagine what the radio personality 
looks like. In addition, stories have sound effects that 
takes the listener to the scene (like in the Heavenly 
Heroes show). 

 

   This is all great, but do young people 
listen to radio? This generation simulta-
neously consumes various forms of 
media at the same time. 
   Thus, radio needs to keep up with the 
times in order to keep our young people 
engaged. Things like smart speakers, 
podcasting, Internet, phone apps and 
YouTube are necessary for radio to en-

gage this generation. Divine Mercy Radio participates 
in all these avenues in addition to social media. 
   In the future, the possibilities for AM/FM radio are 
endless with watches, computers and phones that con-

nect with radio and television – all ways radio stations 
can broadcast and increase their audience numbers. For 

Catholic radio, we see this opportunity as gaining more 
souls for Jesus Christ. After all, didn’t Jesus ask us to 

proclaim the gospel to all four corners of the earth?  

Thanks for making our fall 
Care-a-Thon a success! 

$45,839 
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Donetta’s Ramblings 

How we’re like the Three Kings 
   By the time you receive this newsletter, we 
will be celebrating the feast of the Epiphany. 
There are many ways our lives mirror the 
three kings.  
   Now there’s a disclaimer here. Father Bar-
ry Brinkman gave a homily on this last year. 
However, by the time this newsletter hits 
your mailbox, Father Barry will be in Rome, 
and so I feel free to share his stuff. 
   The three kings were led by a star. What 
leads us? What motivates us to look more 
deeply for Jesus? Do we read scripture? Do 
we have other spiritual reading? Do we med-
itate on the life of Jesus through the myster-
ies of the rosary? Do we spend time in ado-
ration? 
   I’m reading a book by Saint Mary of Agre-
da. In the 17th century, this Spanish nun re-
ceived apparitions from the Blessed Virgin Mary re-
garding the life of Mary. These revelations became a 
four-volume history of the life of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary called the Mystical City of God. This publication 
has received the Imprimatur and been endorsed by sev-
eral popes as okay for reading by the faithful. These 
writings, along with the mystic, Anne Catherine Em-
merich, who received visions of the passion of Jesus 
Christ, influenced Mel Gibson in his notable film, The 
Passion of the Christ. I find these books fascinating. 
   The Blessed Virgin Mary suffered greatly, yet always 
remained faithful to the will of God. I generally try to 
read some of this wonderful book (I’m in the fourth 
volume) before I go to bed. Then, I lay in bed going to 
sleep meditating on what I’ve read. Reading about the 
life of Mary has made me realize how far I need to go to 
achieve sainthood – it has given me a measuring stick so 
to speak. This reading and meditation has led me to 
form a closer relationship with Mary and her precious 
son, Jesus. Mary shows us what reverence for her son is 
all about. 
   Another way we’re like the three kings is that we meet 
people along our journey of life. Some people help us 

and give us spiritual direction. Others can be like King 
Herod, and we want to travel away from them. Who in 
your life has helped you grow closer to Jesus? Who in 
your life has led you away from Jesus?  
   The three kings gave Baby Jesus gifts. There was gold 
symbolizing Jesus as king whose kingdom cannot be 
destroyed by earthy powers. There was the gift of frank-
incense, recognizing Jesus’ role as priest. 
   Lastly Myrrh, which was more valuable than gold, 
symbolized Jesus’ suffering and death, and would likely 
have been used to anoint his body after death. 
   What gifts do you bring to the Baby Jesus?  Do you 
give of your possessions to the poor or tithe to the 
church Jesus established? Do you give the aroma of 
faith and worship? Do you reverence Jesus fully – like 
leaving Mass quietly because our King of Kings is pre-
sent in the tabernacle and this worship space needs to be 
respected?  (I’m guilty of violating this.)  There are 
many ways we can bring little gifts to Jesus every day 
through worship, prayer and self-denial.  
   May 2018 be a year of growing closer to Jesus for all 
of us. 

                             - Donetta Robben, Executive Director 

The Wise Men were guided by a bright star to Baby Jesus. They brought gifts fit for 
a king: Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh. 

Participate in the Mass Minute Contest 
Details at: dvmercy.com 

(click on the “contest” tab) 
Winner receives a $20 gift certificate to Messenger Catholic Books, Gifts & Art 

Mass Minutes sponsored by Short Stop Barber Shop in Great Bend 
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By Leslie Unrein 

   Divine Mercy Radio is excited to announce its latest 
fun and useful fundraising project: a cookbook! With 
the Internet and Pinterest, it seems like actual, physical 
cookbooks are difficult to come by, which makes this 
endeavor even more exciting. And, I’m not sure about 
you chefs, but I still like to cook with a recipe card or 
cookbook in front of me, rather than a recipe on my 
phone that disappears whenever I haven’t touched my 
screen for so many seconds. This collection of recipes 
will also be special because it will be composed of reci-
pes from the Divine Mercy Radio family — listeners, 
donors, and underwriters of this great station.   

   What will make this cookbook unique beside the reci-
pes? First, Fr. Fred Gatschet has agreed to submit the 
first recipe in the cookbook — a recipe for salvation, 
which I can’t wait to read. Another unique feature is that 
there will be a place after each recipe to include a family 
history of the recipe, your favorite saint and why, your 
favorite Bible verse, or your favorite Holy Day and 
why. So, as we look for recipes we will get to learn 
more about each other while growing in our faith. Last-
ly, we wanted this cookbook to be nice and last for 
years to come, and that’s why we’ve chosen a design 
that includes collecting the recipes with a 6 x 9 inch 
padded 3-ring binder. With helpful hints for cooking, 
measuring, and serving inside the covers and the ability 
to add pages to the cookbook, this format will be most 
user-friendly.   
   In order to fund this project, I am compiling ads from 
businesses and supporters that will be placed in the back 
of the cookbook. For advertising that will be viewed for 
many years to come, the pricing is extremely affordable:  
$30 for a quarter page, $50 for a half page, and $100 for 
a full page. With some basic information, I’d be more 
than happy to design the ad for you. Many ads have 
already been sold, but there is still room for more. To 
place an ad and to submit recipes, please email me at:  
leslie@dvmercy.com or call 785-621-4110. 
   Our goal is to have the cookbook printed and available 
by the fall of 2018, just in time to give to your friends 
and family for Christmas. I look forward to working 
with you on this exciting venture! 

Cookbook needs your recipes 

Unique features 

 Participate in Divine Mercy Radio’s Cookbook Project 

Submit a Recipe 

   Can include family history, favorite saint, favorite Bible verse, and why or your favor-

ite Holy Day and why. Any recipes that have been tried and tested are welcome. 

 

Purchase an ad 

   Your ad will be seen for generations to come. Cookbooks are part of our heritage and 

history. Wouldn’t you want your business or church part of this history?  Ads are quite 

reasonable. 

Contact Leslie at 785.621.4110 or email: leslie@dvmercy.com 

mailto:leslie@dvmercy.com
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Scenes from fall Care-a-Thon 

ABOVE LEFT: Shaun and Nicole Linenberger share their heartfelt story 
struggling with food addiction in The New Half of Us. This interview is a 
One Body Show and can be downloaded at dvmercy.com or listened to via 
Divine Mercy Radio’s phone app. ABOVE RIGHT: Ken Billinger, Divine 
Mercy Radio’s on-air personality, and Father Joshua Werth share a laugh 
before Father Joshua’s interview on Children of Divorce, which can also 
be listened to via the web site or phone app. LEFT: Paul Kraus and Lester 
Robben show off the new Divine Mercy Radio mug, which keeps drinks 
hot or cold. A prize can be won by sending a photo of yourself with the 
Divine Mercy Radio mug to leslie@dvmercy.com. Mugs can be purchased 
for $10 at the station. 


