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   The staff and Board of Directors 
are going to miss Fr. Fred 
Gatschet a great deal.  
   Fr. Fred has been ministering at 
the Catholic Campus Center and 
St. Joseph Church since July, 
2000. He taught at Thomas More 
Prep-Marian High School as well 
as conducted Bible studies for 
adults. While in Hays, he authored 
the workbooks to the Didache 
Series, a se-
ries used at 
TMP-Marian 
as well as 
many other 
educational 
institutions.  
   He’s the 
author of 
numerous 
Double-
Edged Sword 
shows – the 
majority of 
them actual-
ly. (And he would never take even 
$1 for his time and wisdom.) 
   Listeners, don’t worry, the staff 
is going to make certain Fr. Fred 
has access to recording a Double-
Edged Sword show as the Holy 
Spirit prompts him, and as he has 
time.  
   For the past six years, Fr. Fred 
has been the Spiritual Director of 
Divine Mercy Radio. 
   He helped the station obtain 
KRTT in Great Bend by convinc-
ing Bishop John Brungardt that 
this station was authentically 
Catholic. (Bishop Brungardt also 

came up to meet the entire Board 
of Directors.) Fr. Fred also opened 
and closed the station’s bi-annual 
care-a-thons. 
   Oftentimes, when Donetta Rob-
ben, the Director, was unsure of 
how to handle something at the 
radio station, she’d call Fr. Fred, 
and he would quickly spill out a 
solution, leaving Donetta wonder-
ing, “Why didn’t I think of that!”  

   Donetta 
said Fr. 
Fred was 
always 
available – 
only a 
phone call 
away when-
ever he was 
needed.    
As vicar 
general for 
the Diocese 
of Salina, 
Fr. Fred will 

continue to be involved with Di-
vine Mercy Radio by being the 
liaison between the radio station 
and the diocese. Perhaps, if his 
schedule allows it, Divine Mercy 
Radio can continue to have Fr. 
Fred as a guest during care-a-
thons.  
   “His wisdom is invaluable, and 
he makes us chuckle with his fre-
quent quips,” Donetta said. “From 
the bottom of our hearts, Fr. Fred, 
thank you for all you’ve done and 
will continue to do for this radio 
apostolate.” 
 

         (New spiritual director pg. 2) 

   Divine Mercy Radio’s annual banquet 
will take place Sept. 7, in the Little Thea-
tre of Holy Family Elementary, 1800 
Milner St.   
   Please mark 
this date on your 
calendars. You 
will want to at-
tend! 
   The guest 
speaker will be 
Gloria Purvis. 
   If any of you 
have heard Gloria 
on the Morning Glory show, aired on 
Divine Mercy Radio at 7 a.m. Monday 
through Friday, you’ll know that she is 
full of humor and wit. She is unafraid to 
express her opinion on current issues of 
the day, even when it might oppose an-
other host of the show. You’ll also know 
that Gloria is fiercely pro-life. 
    On YouTube you can easily find a 
video of Gloria discussing her pregnancy 
with her OBGYN. Gloria and her hus-
band were practicing Natural Family 
Planning and thus she knew she was 
pregnant. Gloria then went to the doctor 
to confirm her pregnancy.  
   The doctor said she was over 40 and 
should consider aborting the child be-
cause of all the dangers of giving birth 
after 40. The doctor continued by giving 
Gloria one horrible scenario after another 
of what this child could be like if Gloria 
gave birth. 

                  (See Gloria’s reaction pg 3) 

Fr. Fred will be missed 

Fr. Fred Gatschet during a recent care-a-thon. 

Speaker 
passionate 
about life 

Gloria Purvis 
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   A big thank you to all who made our care-a-thon a 
success. Thanks to those who donated prizes, lunch, 
matching funds and all of you who called in, stopped in, 
and all you benefactors who gave so generously to help 
Divine Mercy Radio pay its monthly bills, as well as, 
complete a couple of projects. We reached our goal!!!   
God bless all of you for your prayers and support. 
   The tower project is nearly complete. As you may 
recall, the radio tower was donated to Divine Mercy 
Radio last year through the generosity of Leon and Janet 
Frank. We’ve added extra electrical power, which was a 
job, as a trench had to be dug from the road to the tower. 
The extra power allowed us to air condition the build-
ing, which will be easier on equipment. We had the tow-
er inspected and had some improvements made to the 
structure, including a new LED light. EWTN helped us 

with a $15,000 
grant. The cost 
for improvements 
were more than 
double this grant, 
and it was you – 
our dedicated 
donors who 
helped meet these 
needs. All that is 
left to accomplish 
is the painting of 
the building, 
which will be 
completed this 
summer. 
   Another im-
provement made 
was new carpet in 
the office! A big 
thanks to Tom 
and Barb 
Wasinger, who 
not only provide 
us low rent for 

our studio offices, 
but they recently 
installed new car-
pet in the hall-
way, had a fresh 
coat of paint 
sprayed on the 
walls of the stair-
way entrance and 
hallway, and they 
had new wooden 
doors mounted in 
all of our offices.  
   Now the 
Wasingers are 
working on mak-
ing a break room 
so that we have a 
place to brew a 
fresh cup of cof-
fee, put a small 
refrigerator and 
have a sink to 
wash dishes. How neat will that be? If any of you see 
Tom and/or Rep. Barb, please tell them “thank you” for 
helping Divine Mercy Radio. They are such nice and 
generous landlords. How blessed we are to have the 
radio studios in the Wasinger Building. 
   Currently on the improvement list is cutting in a roof 

hatch so that we have easier access to the satellite dish 
located on the roof. Presently, we have to climb up to a 
roof, pull the ladder up, and then climb onto a higher 

roof to get to the satellite dish. This is dangerous, espe-
cially during the winter when there is ice on the roof. 

Lester Robben is usually appointed to this task, and, 
well, he’s not getting any younger. After he broke his 

femur a couple of years ago (not climbing the roof), the 
Board of Directors decided it’s time for an easier way to 

access the satellite dish. 
 
                                                    - Donetta Robben, Executive Director 

Donetta’s Ramblings 

(cont. from page 1) 

   Divine Mercy Radio’s new spiritual director will be Fr. Ryan McCandless. The first year Divine Mercy Radio 

was on the air, Fr. Ryan was entering the seminary. Donetta introduced herself to him at a seminarian event. He 
told Donetta he had experience in graphic design, and if the station ever needed help in that area, to let him know. 

Well, it just so happened that the radio station was getting ready to begin the One Body, Stewarding God’s Creation 
show. Thus, the logo for the One Body show was designed by Fr. Ryan! We pray all supporters of Divine Mercy 

radio will welcome Fr. Ryan to Hays, to St. Joseph Parish and to Divine Mercy Radio.  

Thank you to our beloved listeners 

New spiritual director will bring talents to the radio station 

Mike Schlyer, owner of Mike Schlyer Construc-
tion, measures as Colin Schmidtberger, employ-
ee, looks on as the two prepare to install a roof 
hatch in Divine Mercy Studio offices. 

Lester Robben pumps insulation in the walls 
of the tower building. 
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Catholic radio apparel available 
By Leslie Unrein 
 

   Over the past few years I’ve noticed a clothing trend of fashiona-
ble faith-based t-shirts — from bible quotes to catchy phrases to 
simply the word “faith” printed on them. Isn’t this a great fad? It’s 
in-style to sport our Christian beliefs on our clothing as we run our 
errands, exercise, go to class, anywhere we go. What an easy way 
to evangelize to people we don’t even know without saying a 
word!  
   At Divine Mercy Radio we are excited about the popularity of 
these tees and are even more excited to offer some of our own  
stylish shirts to promote Catholic radio, Jesus and the Eucharist, all 
in one sophisticated design. This apparel comes in a variety of col-
ors and is available to you at dvmercy.com. You can choose from 
short and long-sleeve t-shirts, made with an extremely soft materi-
al, lightweight hoodies and heavy hooded sweatshirts all at reason-
able prices.  
   Shopping and ordering are easy. Simply click on the shirt at the 
top of the homepage at dvmercy.com. Instructions for placing your 
order are at the bottom of the apparel webpage. You can either 
state your order in the comments section when paying with a credit 
card, or you can call me at 785-621-4110 to place your order. Pay-
ment does need to be made before we can order. 
   Now you have the opportunity to lead others to Christ with your 
apparel too! Go to dvmercy.com and check them out today. 

(cont. from pg 1)    

   Gloria responded, “Doctor, I don’t care if I give birth to an eyeball with a piece of hair. I’m going to put a blue  
ribbon on it and call him my son or a pink ribbon and call her my girl.” 
   Gloria said the doctor was relentless, asking her if her husband felt the same way. Gloria said this is the only time 
a man can have a voice on if their child lives or dies. (Abortion is about a woman’s right over her own body and 
therefore, the father of the baby has no legal rights.) 
   “Do you want me to bring my husband in and tell him you want to kill his first child?” Gloria asked the doctor in  
in the video.  
   Gloria gave birth to a little girl and when she was 3-months-old, Gloria took her in and showed her baby to the 
doctor.  
   “She’s beautiful,” the doctor said. 
   “And more importantly, she’s a child of God,” Gloria said. 
   This, dear listeners, is Gloria’s awesome personality. Lester and Donetta have met her at the Catholic Radio  

Conference, and they are anxious for all of you to meet her too. Her talk at the banquet is titled, Transforming the 
Culture, and it is sure to be informative and entertaining. 

An example of a t-shirt. All apparel can be viewed at 
dvmercy.com.  

Gloria Purvis advocates for life 

 

Thanks to Jerry Casey of Plainville for putting up, taking down and storing yard signs. Thanks 
also to all our dedicated Committee of Advisors in the Great Bend area & our Board 
of Directors in the Hays area for doing the same. Your volunteerism is appreciated! 
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   Divine Mercy Radio is sponsoring a relics tour 
through the Salina Diocese. A 150-plus relics display, 
part of the Treasures of the Church ministry run by Fr. 
Carlos Martins of the Companions of the Cross, will be 
in the Salina Diocese July 30 through August 2. 
   Popular saints whose relics are included in this      
exposition are those of St. Maria Goretti, St. Therese of 
Lisieux, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Anthony of Padua, St. 
Thomas Aquinas and St. Faustina Kowalska. 
   The evening will begin at 7 p.m. with a multi-media 
presentation on the Church’s use of relics. The Church 
has scriptural, catechetical and traditional devotional use 
of relics, which has led to a renewal of the Catholic faith 
for many people. After the presentation, those in attend-
ance have the opportunity to venerate the relics. 
   Fr. Carlos said, on his website, that many people have 
reported blessings, healings and conversions through 
this ministry. Attendees are encouraged to bring their 
articles of devotion such as rosaries, holy cards, as well 
as pictures of ill friends or family members which may 

be touched to the reliquaries as a means of intercessory 
prayer. 
   A basket for a free-will offering to help continue the 
travel and promotion of the Treasurers of the Church 
ministry will be available at each display. 

                           The relic schedule:  
Tuesday, July 30    
 Seven Dolars of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
     Manhattan 
Wednesday, July 31   
 St. Mary Queen of the Universe  
     Salina 
 
Thursday, August 1  
 St. Nicholas of Myra   
     Hays 
Friday, August 2    
 Sacred Heart Church  
     Colby 

Relics display to sweep through the Salina Diocese 

July 30 - Aug 2 


